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Satire’s my weapon; but I'm too discreet, 

To run a-muck and lilt at all IT meet ; 

I only wear it in a land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargoes, sharpers, and directors.— Pore. 
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Uetters of the Black Dwarf. 
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From the Black Dwarf in London, to Sir F. Burdett. 


ON THE “ FARCES’’ NIGHTLY PERFORWED AT 
ST. STEPHEN'S, 





Sir, 

I fully agree with you, in the opinion that 
the annual introduction of the Catholic question, treated 
as it is by every administration, is nothing better than the 
performance of adespicable farce, in Which some leading 
characters ought to be hissed from the stage. But this is 
not the only farce performed by “ his Majesty’s Masters,”’ 
at the theatre royal, St.. Stephens:—nor do I see why 
you should object to be present at the performance in this 
solitary inspanite ; ; when you frequently attend, and often 
condescend‘to take part in the performance of other enter- 
tainments, quite as farcical, and quite as useless. 

You are well aware that every debate is a farce—that 
what is there called discussion effects no change of a pre- 
viously determined conclusion. Men do not go there to be 
lastructed, but to vote—not to learn, but to decide; and 
No. 17, Vol. X. 
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it would be quite as consistent to leave the house alto- 
vether, as to leave it on the discussion of a particular 
question, because debate is delusion, end discussion ‘a_ 
juggle. The vane in, that house points steadily to the 
treasury bench. It is nailed.to the mast, and no breeze 
can nove it. 

The delusion in the Catholic case is more apparent than 
in some cther instances: but you have long seen through 
them all, and know them to be all alike—trauds upon the 
public ear, and insults to the public uuderstanding. In 
such circumstances the public can only be served by a con- 
stant opposition, aud exposition of the management. In- 
stead of leaving the theatre, when the pieces produced 
are execrable, itis the duty of the critic to remain there, 
and by every effort to drive them from the stage. And if 

a farce more than commonly detestable should be prod- 
ced, the greater exertion should be used to accelerate its 
final condemnation. Such should be the conduct of parlia- 
mentary opposition at that subscription theatre, called St. 
Stephen’s ; and if every Ministerzal farce were but reso- 
lutely opposed, and no farces were brought forward on 
the opposite side of the question, either the theatre would 
be soon closed, or the genuine drama be restored. 

Lord John Russel is this week about to introduce his 


farce on the subject of parliamentary reform. To sup- 


pose that it can have anv effect i the house, or that it 
will be accepted by the managers, is quite ridiculous. 
It is not by moving “« that the house do take the subject 
of parliamentary reform into their serious consideration,” 

that parliamentary reform can ever be obtained. Such a 
road can lead nowhere but back again to the self-same 
spot at which the traveller set out. ‘lo ask the ministers 
and the beroughmongers to reason on the subject, is idle. 
‘They will not reason upon it. Their evident business, 
and their evident purpose, is to set all reform at defiance 
us long as they can; and while it is to be lulled every 
session by the decision of a majority, they are as safe as 
they wish to be! Would a crew of pirates declare it 
was unjust to plunder! Would a horde of banditti res- 
pect the remonstrances of the wealthy traveller who had 
fallen into their power? Would a knave fasten the halter 
round his own neck, and save the hangman the trouble 
of doing him justice ? Would a scold call for the duck- 
ing stool, or an ill-conditioned child for the rod:? Yet all 
these inatiers are as probable as that men whose venél — 
self-interest depends upon their own votes will give them 
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against themselves. No minister can he friendly to re- 
form : and no horough-neminee can. he expected to vote 
that he shall he deprived of Is seat. Parliamentary 
reform, therefore, will never be octained by argument 
in the House of Commons: to hold out, thet it will, 
or can, be so obtained, is te deserve the publie:—and 
Lord John’s annual motion is as farcical as Mr Plunkett’s 
drolleries on the subject of cathoiie Emancipation. 
Effect upou the honse, af Cc ry have woMe, hecause it is not 
so tempered as to. produce any impression upor its fears. 
Effect out of the house it can have little, because it 
shuns the question it pretends to meet, and because it is 
neither tempered to the times, nor timed to the temper 
of the people. ‘They can see tn the seemirg triumph, if 
the question of reference to a committee were carried by 
any chanca, or juggle, no hope of any advantage. Such 
acommittee would only meet to squabble, and to part. 
Having laid down no principle th:re woula be no basis 
for discussion; nor would they ever agree wpon one. 
Every man wonld bring his own nostrum. like the con- 
tribution of t!©, witches in Macbeth, to the general eaul- 
dron,—but, iastead of the charm being ‘ firm and good ,” 
the different offerings would bid defiance to all amalga- 
mation, and the result world be merely ‘“ bubble, buble, 
toiland trouble.’ Yet | am fur from wishing that such 
farces should not be played. ‘There are some whom they 
may amuse: and heaven forbid that | should curtail any 
child of the fair proportions of his pleasure :—and though 
the public derive ‘no. benefit from such performances, 
perhaps the. political children who take part in them, 
may learn with growing vears, and maolier spirits, that 
there is another and nobler game for men to play at. 

But, however farcical the performances; the House of. 
Commons is of some use; if it be only that it resembles 
the statue of Parquin. in som: Italian city, on which the 
complaints of the people were placarded. The stone 
cou'd redress no grievances ; but it was made the means 
of their exposure aud condemuation. To neglect this 
use of. the chapel of St. Stephen's is to forego all the ad- 
vantage of holding a seat there :—and although an honest 
man cannot be other than disgusted with many of the 
Proceedings, yet we must not let-our disgust at offeuces 
afford impunity .to the offenders; and this will be ‘the’ 
case,..if the watchmen retire from their post, because they 
are tired of the conduct of the ———!!! [know not 
What the parliamentary phrase would be, so I leave the 
blank to be filled up in the reading of the bill. 
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I shall ever regret, that instead of taking your hat, 
and making your bow to the Speaker, you did not take 
so admirable an opportunity of reading , through the forms 
of the House, a lesson to the Catholics of ireland, upon 
their past fully, and their present duty. ‘The genius of 
reform is beginning to appear in freland, and such a 
speech from one so popular in that country, would have 
told with amazing force. ‘The wiser of the Catholics are 
substituling reform for emancipation; for they see that 
emancipation without reform would uet be worth their 
having. At Belfast, the standard of reform has been for- 
mally displayed; and though in deference to an estab- 
lished custom, which would be “ far more honoured in 
the breach than in the observance,” tiiat standard was 
unfurled in a tavern at a dinner-tabie, it may be shortly 
carried into a more appropriate scene, and be attended by 
more appropriate accompaniments, if the parties receive 
that encouragement from this country which they have a 
right to expect. 

“After the certain failure of Lord John Russell’s medion, 
I propose to address you again upon the prospects of the 
reformers, and the meaus in thcir power to, t an end to 
a system of plunder and oppression, which, fike the Sin 
and death of Milton, stalk hand in hand over this ill- 


starred country.—For the present, | remain, &c. 
THE BLACK DWARF. 








PARSON MENDING. 
Having commenced business in this line, I find my or- 
ders increase so fast upon me, that I fear I shall need a 
few scores of stout and able bodied assistants. I begin to 
fear that every parish in the kingdom will set me to work 
about mending its priest; for, from what I-can gather, 
where the vicar is good, the curate is naught; and 
where the curate is good, the vicar is naught; while 
in many places, both curate and vicar need mending 
sadly. I have even an order to wash fornication out of a 
dean, to scour avarice out of a bishop’s heart, and to try 
the effects of fuller’s earth upon the political consciences 
of some fifty reverend and right reverend dignitaries. 
Be patient, good my masters -—be patient. I will serve 
ve all in turn; but f must finish my work as I proceed. 
The Rev. Mr. Coats, of Huddersfield, 1 am. glad to 
hear is not likely to give me much trouble; as Ffind, 
from some letters which I have received from Mr. Buck- 
ley, that my physic has been administered, and is likely 
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t>» work well. Mr. Buckley is the man who was robbed 
of his bible at the suit of his priest; and, in the bitter- 
ness of his heart, he wrote the following epistle to the 
reverend bible-taker. 
“ To Mr. John Coats, Viear of Huddersfield 

«« Sir,—On Saturday last, | was visited by a man clothed 
with a little brief authority, “ whodemanded why I had 
not paid my Easter dues. ! told him that | considered 
the demand as illegal and unjust; and as | firmly believed 
sanctioned by no known law of the land. He then demanded 
four shillings and sevenpence, which of course Lr fused 
to pay. He then said he should hke to take s mething 
in lieu of it. ttold him if he was come to rob me, | 
could not help it:—that 1! had read a good deal on the 
cruelty and avarice of the priesthood, and that now 1 
should see a little of it. He then proceeved to plunder ; 
and—Oh God of mercy and justice !—laid his sacraligious 
hends on my Bibie! that blaze of divine hight and know- 
ledge which was to guide me and my family to the regions 
of eternal happiness. bf wanting this divine monitor, 
this heavenly light. |} should fall into the abyss of eternal 
darkness, misery, and condemnation, will not you, sir, 
in this case be culpable!) You, who are set as a guide- 
post to the unwary traveiler! You, who instead of being 
an oppressor, should pour the balm of comfort into the 
wounds of the oppressed! | had try lanthorn likewise 
taken from me. My Bispte and my lanthorn !—the only 
two lights | possessed in the world—the one to guide me 
on earth, the other to heaven! Who could have exp: ect- 
ed such treatment as this from a minister of the Christian 
religion. 

“ An anonymous hand-bill has been posted in the streets, 
purporting to prove the legality of your claim to the 
Easter dues, as your are pleas:d to call them. We are 
told in that precious document, to “ study to be quiet, and 
to do our own business, aid to work with our own hands !”’ 
A piece of impudent advice! coming from those who 
never did work with their hands: but which advice, if 
followed by thems Ives, would be much better than going 
up and down the country making unjustdemands upona 
people already half-starved and impoverished. We are 
likewise accused of infidelity, and blasphemy, because 
we do not tacitly subscribe to the superstitious dogmas 
of the priests, and quietly comply with every rapacious 
demand made by them. This is the land of liberty we are 
told, and that every Englishman’s house is his castle. 
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Aye! aye! aud it may be entered and robbed with impu- 
nity by knaves in power! A fine thing, teuly, for a man 
like me, with ten children, to be called upon yearly ‘to 
give up a part ot my earnings to help to support a set’of 
men whoare rioting in luxury. and calling themselves dis- 
ciples of the holy Jesus. 

Longrovd Bridge, JOLIN BUCKLEY.” 
March 26, 1823. 


Mr. Buckley says, * after the reecipt of this letter, 1 
am informed that the Reverend Vicar ordered the consta- 
ble who levied tire distfess do return me my Bible: but | 
have not received it yel ; aiid stiice _— have forwarded 
to the Vicar the following letter 

“« Sir,---] have sent von a copy. or ne Brack DwarFr,; 
and at page 471 you will find something that may proba- 
bly be of use to you. it is cntithd, ‘Alor e Priestly Ah- 
“ racles :---The Church robbing the ho of ther Bables \’ 

“fT am notsending this with an intention to insult vou; 
but to wslruct you in your duty, as a’man, anda Chris- 
tian. You nut be cerizin that J feel myself hurt, at 
having my little property (and Ged knows I have little 
enough) wrested from me under false pretences. 
i do not consider that | was ever indebted to you 
a farthing in my lite. Why thea seud a tool of power 

‘o despoil me of n v hard-earned pittance? J am in- 
formed that thissame tool told vou that IT abused you, 
and tnat my wile abused vou. Indeed, my wife “told 
nim he might iahe what hie liked---there was the mag 
child in the eradle,* | might take that, ciadle and all, 
he liked---that she knew the priests claimed the tenth 
and she had uo mind to deprive them of their right. This 
was not abuse---but pussive ohedience, and non-resistance 
ii the extreme. 

“ Easteris now over. aud the beggars bellt+ has rung 
ouce more: but lam determined not to answer its insolent 
demand. Shew me something tangible in the shape of a 
law for your demand, aid { wiil quietly subniit, but on pe 
other terms. You may send warvants of distress, antil 


a —_ -~- — -—-— — ee we ee _— - -< - - - -_— <= - 


“Itisa pity chiltren are neither eafable nor saleable here; other- 
wise the tenth would stand a poor chance of being left in the cradle. 
Only estab’ish a market for children, and the chureh will have no 
diffien Ity nay plying the common law to the case —F np. 

+Itis.a cusiom in Hudderstield.to ring one of the church bells at 
Easter and Whitsuntide, to announce that the oblations, obventions, 
and Easter ofierings are due, and ‘that attendance is given in the vestry 
to reteive them. . Surely the parsons: might or modest eaotgh to sack 
in their elaime! 
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you take the bed from under me, but still you wil not 
subdue me. 

« Be so good, sir, when vou have read that part of the 
Dwarf which | have pointed out to you, to lay it care- 
fully by. I may perhaps call for it. Itisa publication I 
am very fond of. 1 believe the little sable fellow is a man: 
and I have reason to know that all sable-looking fellows, 
that ‘ wear the human form,’ are not men. 

‘JOHN BUCKLEY.” 

I am very much indebied to Mr. Buckley for adminis- 
tering the first dose, as soon as the symptoms of the reve- 
rend ‘gentleman’s indisposition appeared: aud with Mr. 
B.’s leave I will appoint him local physician, uutil his 
reverence shall be quite recovered:—which | fear will be 
some time first: —but there are more potent drugs [ft vet 
untried :—and if “ pliysic can cure him, | know mine will 
do it.”’ 

In my next |] must stepa little out of my line of parson 
mending. to try to mend a couple of magistrates who au- 
thorised this legal distress in an illegal manner. Their 
names are Horstfali and Alieu. f bave their adjucation 
against Buckley before me, aud & precious document it is! 
Their names are printed---biit whether they have depised 
the law to save themselves trouble---or whether the poor 
creatures cannot write, | know not. At any rate, they 
should have put their ma k ;---and yet they may perhaps 
think the folly and illegality of the act will sufficiently 
mark it tor theirs. One of them Lam afraid has a slight 
political hydrophobia ; but I have caustic: that are infal- 
lible when properly appiied. His terror at merely seein» 
the placard of the Black Dwarf is natural enough ; but 


he must swallow a whole number before Ll have done 
with him. 





TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

The letters relating to the treatment of Mr. Vonbridge in our next. 

Miss M. Carlile, and Mr. Humphrey Boyle, acknowledge the receipt 
of Ten Shillings each, fromthe Birmingham Patriots’ Friend Society, 
through the hands of Mr. Lakin. 

In our vocation of parson mending, we shall cobble up the Wor- 
cester article as early as possible. Our correspondent is informed, 
that the priest is worth mendioag, if ne can be mended. 

. G. in our next. 
The declaration of the York dee cians in our next. 











OE LE 


EXPLOITS OF THE RT. HON. GEORGE 
+ CANNING. 
This admirable foreign secretary bids fair to be handed 
down to posterity with as high a reputation as the mighty 
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* ‘Tauume 2 '—and if it should not be quite untarnished, it 
will at least be as clear as the garments of that mighty 
warrior, after the cow had digested him, and restored 
him alive and unhurt to the woudering and admiring 
world, We kuow no. at what he will aim next. There 
is no chance, for some time, of wanting any heir to the 
throne; or his high ambition migbt even leap at that ;— 
and as lor any impediments the House of Commons might 
throw in his way, a tig for them. He knows it is in his 
traces, and he has the whip in his hand. But if he wish 
to avoid being laughed out of bis dignity, he should take 
care and whip none but Ais own horses. The animals 
who know their master, as well as their master knows 
their common crib, wili endure the lash, because they 
know it is one of the conditions ou which the hay and 
oats are meted out to them: bat when be ventures to use 
the whip cord upon more spirited beings, he should be 
aware that it is at the hazard of being kicked in return. 
Conscious of the little reputation he possesses for 
any thing but a tongue perpetually employed ia making 
the worse appear the better reasou, be sits upon thorns 
whenever any allusion is made to himself, or to his poli- 
tical conduct :—and gzrow)s like an ill-conditioned cur, at 
every one who ventures to approach him. On Wednes- 
day week, he was offensively personal to Lord Folk- 
stone, who had justly charged him with the meanest 
truckling to the Bourbons :—and on Thursday, he gave 
the lie in the most fierce and ungentlemanly manner to 
Mr. Brougham, when the latter gentleman was describing 
the road by which Mr. Canning had stolen into office.* 


* Mr. Brougham, on the discussion of the merits of the 
petition in favour of the Catholic claims, observed that Mr. 
Canning for his own character sould have come forward 
When the point was whether he sheuld go to India, into 
honourable exile (hear, hear, hear), or take office in England, 
and not subinit to his sentence of transportation (lear, hear), but 
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The Courter has often censured the French Chamber of 
Deputies for the intemperate remarks of various Members 
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be condemned to hard Jabour in his own country (cheers and 
laughter) —duome: d to the disyuiet of a-divided council—situng 
with his enemies, and pitied by his friends (uch cheeving)—with 
his hands chained and tied down on al! those lines of operation 
which bis own sentiments and wishes would have led him to adopt 
(continued cheering;—-!et it have been at that critical moment, 
when his fate had de ‘pended upon Lord-Chancellor Eldon, and his 
sentiments upon the Cathol c cause—it at that critical moment he 
who had said onthe last night, that he would not truckle to a 
noble lord (Lord Folkestone), but who then had exhibited a speci- 
men, the inmost incredible specimen, of monstrous truckling for 
the purpose of obtaining otice, which the whole history of political 
tergiversation could furnish— 

Mr. CanatncG.—* [rise to say that that is false.” 

The Spraker hoped that the Right Ton. Gent. would retract 
the expression. 

Mr. CANNING was sorry to have used any word winch was a 
violation of the decorum of the Hou-e; but no consideration on 
earth should induce lim to retract his sentiment. 

The Cuancectror of the Excufeuer said, as a member of 
Parliament, with his friendship for the Right Hon. Gent. near 
him, and witii the most perfect respeet for the feelings of the Hon. 
and Learned Geut. opposite, he wouid ask that Hon. Gent. for a 
moment to consider what were the expressions which had fallen 
fron him, ia regard to his Right Hon. Friend. The Hon. and 
Learned Geut. unquestionably e xpressed himself ith extraordinary 
eloquence, but be had also expressed himself with an extraordinary 
degree of warmth. Had the terms used towards his Right Hen. 
Friend been applied to him, he could not see how he was te abstain 
from speaking the Impressions made on his mind. And the Hon. 
and Learned Gent. wovld be dong nothing discreditable if he 
would so fur assist his Right Kon. Friend im retracting one ex- 
pression which be lad used, by admitting that the words first ex- 
pressed by the Hon. Gent. were not intended in avy personal 
sense. (Cheers.) 

Mr. Trerney said, til the Right Hon. Gent. liad retracted that 
expression, he could not, by the tf rms of the House, be-entitled to 
require — ex laaation. 

Mr. Canning, after mature reflection, was compelled to say, 
that, sninesh he might regret the particular words, the sentiment 
he cule neither recal nor in any degree vary. 

Lord A. Hamitvron said, it was the duty of the chair to say who 
first violated the orders ; it would then be the duty of the House 
to give their support to the chair in calling upon that first vrolator 
of their crders to retract. 

Mr. Bankes saw no other remedy but to move, “ That the Right 
Honourable George Canning and Henry Brougham, Esq., be taken 
Into custody of the Sergeant at Arms.” After that, he would ad- 
vise that they should not be allowed to leave the House without 
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during the debates : but Mr. Canning having now placed 
himself on a par with the most vulgar enemies of rational 
discussion, we may expect the Courrer to defend vulgarity, 
as one of its“ distinguished friends’? has condescended 
to have recourse toit. ‘The notice taken by the House of 
Commons of such matters is perfectly farcical. It orders 
‘the insulted Member to take no notice of an insuult! It 
requires the insulter to qualify his language! And 
there is most the miserable shuffiing on all sides, in an 
attempt to draw a distinction between an officral and a per- 
sonal character. ‘This trickery reminds us of the reproof 
given by the peasant to the swearing bishop, who hap- 
pened to be a general at the same time, and said he did mot 
swear as a priest, but as a soldier ; when the countryman 
shrewedly replied, ‘“‘ aye, but when the soldier goes to the 





pledging their honour that they would proceed no farther in this 
affair.—( Loud cheers ) 

Mr. Broucuam said, it he were to consult his own feelings 
alone, he would wish to pass oa without explanation to finish the 
sentence in which he had been interrupted. He would, however, 
tell the House what he meant to say,—he described the conduct of 
the Right Hon. Gent. as something which stood vut in the histor 
of Parliamentary tergiversation. The Right Hon. Gent had, by 
his speech at Liverpool, said, that he did not wish that question 
to be discussed again in Parliament. At that moment the Right 
Hon. Gent. was about to become a minister, or to go out as Go- 
vernor-General of India. He (Mr. Brougham) mentioned the 
Lord Chancellor as the person of the highest authority and infiu- 
ence in the Cabinet. He had talked of the conduct of the Right 
Hon. Gent. as it appeared to him from the change which had taken 
place in hisconduct with respect to this question, and he had a 
right to form an opinion of his motives by the outward and visible 
form of his actions. They seemed to him to shew a truckling to 
the Lord Chancellor; and his appointment as minister, and, as it 
was unconstitutionally called, manager of the House of Commons, 
confirmed the opinion which he had formed upon the grounds he 
had stated. 

Mr, Bankes said he was perfectly satisfied, and begged leave to 
withdraw his motion. : 

Mr. CanninG immediately rose, and said he should think wo 
more of it. 

Mr. BrouGnamM repeated the same expressions; and the matter 
ended: both parties, in the parliamentary language, coming out of 
the matter with unblemished honour ' People out ot parliament will 
hardly understand this. 
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devil, where will the bishop be £’ If a man be officially 


a knave, how does he redeem himself by pleading his per- 


sonal character ! 


With tiie matter itself we have nothing 


todo. it was an ordinary brawl: but it is lamentable to 


see the destinies of a nation in the hands of one whom 


auy circumstances can sink tothe level of an ordinary 


brawier. 


predicted 


discharge of his duties. 


On the accession of Mr. Canning to office, we 
4? 


he liad neither temper nor ta'ents for the due 
His speeches are endless repeti- 


tions of the same [rivoious tinsel sen‘ences. His eloquence 


is full of leaves, end occasionally decked with a few flow- 


ers, but it bears no fruit. 


cf pleasnre, but he makes no lasting impression ; 


ile is heard with some degree 


and the 


gross manner in which he has been duped by the French 


Ministry, leaves 


statesman. 


‘im not the remnant of a reputation as a 
When, iu addition to this, he is petulant and 


abusive his best friends must wish he had preferred trans- 


portation, to ‘ hard labour at home.”’ 


Asa statesman. Mr. Canning is quite at the top of his 


profession ; and his description of the mode in which he 


managed the late negociation with Spain should be re- 


membered as a luminous illustration of his own charac- 


ter, which no other tongue or pen can equal, 


A cele- 


brated character in one of Shakspeare’s piays laments 


niost pathetically that he was not written down an ass! 


Thanks to the institution of Sunday Schools, this in our 


day is a matier more easily accomplished:—and one 


Who speaks and writes sv well as Mr. Canning shouid be 


abie todo such a trifiag serviee for himself. 


We have 


curtaiied his address considerably ; and if we had omitted 


ali that might Lave been spared, we should lave curtail- 


ed it still move; for Mr. Canning’s eloquence is not so 


gsoodas Gratiaio’s, who had (wo gratis of corn to a bushel 


af chaff. 


Hiere it is ali chaif; nor is the chaff of aay ex- 
cellent quality; though it suits well enough the appe- 
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tites of the things who frequent the crib of St. Stephens, 
‘But we have deemed it set down in our duty to givea 
speeimen of the article, with a few hints to those who 
may be disposed to speculate in it. The stuff may be had 
in any quantity, at a reasonable notice ; and good bills 


will not be objected to. 


WAR BETWEEN FRANCE AND SPAIN. 

Mr. CanninoG brought up a variety of papers on the subject of 
this dispute; and commenced his observations by stating, that it 

was not contemplated by the English ministry, that the affairs of 
Spain would come under the consideration of the Congress of 
Verona. On his arrival at Paris, the Duke of Wellington found 
that would be the case, and sent home for instructions. The 
reply was, that England would be no party to such interference.* 
Mr. Canning went on to state, that so far was the British govern- 
ment from expecting any attack upon Spain by France, that it bad 
relied implicitly upon the French King’s declaration, that he had 
merely stationed an army on the Spanish frontiers as @ precaution 
against contagious disorders.t The first proposals of France to 
the Congress were of an hypothetical nature; but the Duke of 
Wellington had always refused to give any countenance to any 
imaginary case, on which his government might have hereafter to 
decide. ‘The Congress went on to discuss the case; but the Duke 
gave a positive refusal to have anything to do with interference, 
by force or menace, in the internal affairs of Sp jain :-—and further 
declared, that the British minister would remain at Madrid, though 
the other foreign ministers might be withdrawn. ‘The Duke was 
afterwards employ ed to renew at Paris the remonstrances he had 
ineffectually made at Verona; and be then found the French 
government more inclined tuwards peace.f. It was even iuclived 
to send the despatches prepared for Madrid back to Alexander at 
Verona, and to entreat him to consider the contents, and the in- 
propriety of sending them. No communication was at that time 
made to Spain upon this subject ; because some differences existed 





* There lies the folly of the ministry. They were not asked to be 
aclive parties, aud they premised to be passive spectators of an attack 
on Spain. This promise on their part produced the war. 

+ Can Mr. Canning have been so silly as to have blinded himse!f in 
this way? The thing is hardly possible ; but our ministers have such 
a dread of war---a dread as evident as the diead of mad dogs of water 
---th.t they have never dared to look ai the probability of its occur- 
rence. The contagion dreaded by the French, was of a moral and not ¢f 
a physical nature. 

¢ This was in December. The French were then busy in preparing 
insurrections in Spain, to ascertain how far the presence of a French 
force would be agreeable to the malcontents. When these failed, and 
it was perceived that the Spanish Constitution could not be destroyed 
by Spanish traitors, the inclination for war, which had only been sup- 
pressed, became again manifest. The English ministry have been 
most miserable dupes of Freuch finesse. 
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with regard to the 1 injury of the English commerce in the West 
Indies; and Sir W. A‘Court was employed to obtain promise of 
redress. This being obtained, no hostile feeling remained towards 
Spain: ard then the requisite communications were made. Spain 
required the mediation and advice of this country. An offer of 
mediation was made to the French ministry, but it was declined, 

on the ground that the differences between France and Spain were 
not of that definite kind that admitted of exact specification ; but 
grew out of the state of things, as the two nations had got into 
such a state of irritation and jealousy, that war would be the pre- 
ferable alternative, as affording the only chance of ultimate solu- 
tion. The English ministry, in the hope of still maintaining the 
peace of Europe, finding they could make no impression on France, 
attempted to persuade the : spaniards to concede something. ‘Ihe 
Duke of Wellington, through the medium of Lord F. *omerset, 

addressed himself to the Spanish ministry ; but this hope also had 
failed.§ Soon after Lord Somerset had ‘lett England, the French 
king’s speech put an end to all hopes of peace. Of this speech 
there was not a man in the House who thought with more abhor- 
rence and disgust than he did. If the Spaniards were to be called 
upon to alter their constitution, not because it was faulty, or dan- 
gerous to neighbouring states, but because it was not an emanation 
from the crown, no Spaniard could consent to any modification ;* 
and no British statesman could hear of his country being made a 
party to such a monstreus proposal. No time was lost in avowing 
these sentiments to France ;—and that as England did not put 
forward her own political institutions as models for other states, 
so neither could she allow France to make her own example a rule 
to other natlons, much less to force that example upon Spain.t 
France had disavowed this construction of the king’s speech, in an 
unsatisfactory manner ;{ but still the neyociations proceeded , for, 
strange to say, when the speech was communicated to him (Mr. 

Canning), by the French minister, it was accompanied by the most 
profuse communication of the desires of the French government, 
for an accommodation ;§ and it was surprising that the French 
government, by some unaccountable delusion, and in spite of all 
the remonstrances which his Majesty’s government had made to 
them on the subject, should have ever thought, or should still con- 
tinue to think, that in publishing the document they had hit a chord 





—— —_—— ee ———— —_—— —— 


“6 As such a paltry proceeding ought to fail. Spain would have sunk 
lower than England, if she could have submitted to such a degrading 
proposal. 

* Nor would any brave and honest Spaniard alter the constitution 
because it was dangerous to other states, nor because it was faulty, i in 
the opinions of other men. If it suit Spain, let Spain defend it to the 
last, and let the world look to the consequences. 

+ Yet, as the fact turns out, England not only allows France to do 
this, but expressly declares that she will not in any way interfere to 
prevent it. Is Mr. Canning then a dupe, or a deceiver? 

+ She is now avowing it in deeds to the fullest extent. Yet Mr. 
Canning proposes to trust her pvomises. 

§ Is Mr. Canning anxious to furnish the most gross proofs of his 
gullibility ? 
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which could not fail tovibrate at Madrid,@ and that they had int 
torth.a specific which could not tail to cure all evils within its 
meridian. Ihe thing was so strange and singular, that the House 
would be inclined to think it a fuble, or an invention of his own, if 
thé proofs were not in the papers before the House.* A new ap- 
plication was made from the Spanish government, calling for the 
MORE ‘ACTIVE services of this country; and if his Majesty’ s 
ministers had declined it, they would have set their own private 
feelings in op position to the judgment of those who thought their 
interference worth having. ‘lhe interposition, therefore, continued, 
but from that time the British Government took No acTive part in 
the transactions; and the result was a total failure. It remained 
only for him to state, that the English ministry had given no hope 
to Spain that they would depart from the strictest neutrality ; and 
that-a formal declaration to that effect had been contained in the 
communications with France. Mr: Canning declared that Portugal 
wasnot menaced hy France ; a:d that we were not bound to 
defend ‘her, if she provoked a war with that country, by joining 
Spain, and attacking the French armies.t After some unnecessary 
and unintelligible remarks, relative to the colonies of Spain, he 
concluded by hoping that > pain would vome triumphant out of the 
struggle, thongh he wished Spain had made some ‘sacrifice to the 
extent that England had recommended, that the army of obser- 
vation: might have been withdrawn, and all the danger and misery 
of the present: contest avoided. 


—Tee See: 
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CLERICAL ARITHMETIC : 


Or a motile of making the tithes produce ONE-UALF, tastedd 
of ONE-TENTH, 

















Sir Charles Wolseley has made a laudable attempt to 
bring ‘the question of English tithes before the House of 
Commons." lrelatid may suffer more from these abomina- 


a = —_—— 





@ The delusion was not in the cabinet of France ; and we rather 
think'that no delusion existed at all. Mr. Canning canrot be such an 
ass, "as not to have perceived the French always meant war; and have 
been continually preparing for it. If he is so ignorant as not to know 
thisy. he should give up the seals, and brush shoes i the lobby. 

* The proofs in state papers! Oh! the gocse ! ' 

+ This single point betrays the wRetcneD, the criMmNaL policy of 
the British Cabinet. Not content with abandoning Spain to its fate, 
it would juggle Portugal into a belief that it would be secure if Spain_ 
should fall ;-when every honest pair of eves can see, that the Portu- 
fruese constitution most Share the fate of the Spanis sh constitution ; and 
that. Kngland eould not defend Portugal when Spain Was destroy ed. 

¢ This is nonsense again. A slight modification Would not’ fave 
satisfied France: Besides; Spain has a wi/d beast to deal with, in the 
shape of aking; and to loosen his muzzle would haye endangered his 
keepers. 
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ble imposts ; but England has reason enough to wish they 
were abolished, as the greatest curse ever. invented to 
plague ihe practical agriculturist, and sterilize the land.— 
sir Charles presented, through Mr. Hume, on Monday 
last, the following petition on this subject : 


10 THE HONOURABLE THE COMMONS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM 
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND, IN PARLIAMENT ASSEN- 
BLED. 

The Petition of Sir Charles Wolseley, of the county of Stafford, 

Most humbly sheweth, 

That your petitioner is a proprietor and occupier of land in the 
parish of Colwich, in the county aforesaid, in which parish he has 
several farms let out to tenants; that John Pitchford is the vicar 
of the said parish of Colwich; that said Pitchford was inducted 
into the said vicarage about fourteen years ago ; that he immedi- 
ately raised his annual demand for tithes to three times the amount 
of what had been paid to the late vicar; that said Pitchford, so far 
from lowering the price of his tithes with the fallin the price of 
produce, has continued, upov any change of eccupant, to raise the 
price of his tithes, even up to the present time. 

That your petitioner, finding the said Pitchford proceeding in 
this way, gave him notice to take his tithes in kind, beginning at 
Lady-day just past; that a few days previous to that time, your 
petitioner applied to the said vicar to know wheth. r he would come 
to some arrangement on the subject ; but that this pastor of your 
petitioner answered the application by referring your petitioner to 
his the pastor’s attorney, ordering your petitioner at the same 
time to set out his tithes. 

That, at this time of the year milk is the only article the tithe of 
which can be set out; that the law, or custom, allots tothe tithe- 
owner, not the tenthof the milk of each milking, or of each day, 
but all the milk of every tenth day; that many of the cows of 
your petitioner’s tenants have calves ; that your petitioner advised 

is tenants to let the calves suck their fill on the tenth days, and 
then to milk out the remainder of the milk and render it to the | 
said vicur ; but that the said vicar has insisted upon having all the 
milk of the tenth day, to the utter exclusion and deprivation of 
the calves; and, the attorney of the said Pitchford, has informed 
your petitioner, that, in case any of the milk be given for the 
calves on the said tenth days the said Pitchford will proceed 
against the parties in the court which is the most expensive. 

lhat, thus, if such be the law of tithes in this now unhappy coun- 
try, the calves of your petitioner’s tenants must go without food 

uring every tenth twenty-four hours, to the great deterioration of 
sucn calves, and the great injury of the said tenants. 

That the burden and vexation of tithes form one of the great 
Causes of agricultural distress in England, while the absence of 
tithes in France is one of the great causes of that prosperity there 
Pi ich makes it impossible for English agriculture to carry on & 
“ompetition against that of France; and that, therefore, your 
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petitioner, who has seen your honourable house vote, during the 
last thirty years, so many bundreds of millions of English money 
to carry on a war, for the restoration of the Bourbons, most ar-~ 
dently hopes, and most humbly prays, that your honou sills house 
will, in your great justice and wisdom, be pleas sed to alter tic laws 
with regard to tithes, that the people of England may, in this one 
respect, at any rate, be as free and as happy as the subjects of the 
said Bourbons. 
And your petitioner will ever pray, 


CHARLES WOLSELEY. 


This petition was read, and ordered to be prinied, 
without any comment. It was too much even for Mr. 
Goulburn or Mr. Plunkett, to rise in their seats, and 
to contend that calves ought to starve for twenty-four 
hours, while the priest milked the cows for his own profit. 
Not even the orthodox gravity of Mr. Peel could venture 
upon the task of defending this starvation of the calves. 
The house seemed astonished to find that such things ex- 
isted :—and_ silently suffered the petition to be laid upon 
the table. 

The petition contains an abridged state of the matter. 
It only goes to the robbery of the calves ; and the incon- 
venience sustained from this rapacious priest, who will have 
his milk at the risk of injuring his veal. There is another 
view of the matter to be taken upon the general question ; 
and that is the real extent to which the tithe-plunder is 
carried. It is not enough that priests take all the tithe, 
when they are only entitled to one third. It isnot enough 
that the Church takes from the poor their share of the 
tithe, and the whole of the first fruits, Easter-offerings, 
&e. ; which were voluntary donations for charitable pur- 
poses. All this is not enough—but by seizing upon every 
thing for the imposition of this tax, it is converted to dou- 
ble and treble, and four-fold what it ought to be, as a fair 
tenth of the produce, if it were admitted they were enti- 
tled to that. Sir Charles Wolseley has developed this prin- 
ciple ina letter to Mr. Hume, part of. which Mr. Hume 
read in the House, to the following effect :— 
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Pam in possession of a dairy farm. For four months m 
the spring of every vear, t.e. while my grass is growing, 
my cows are depastured in another parish, and agistment 
tithe paid for them. No sooaer is mv hay in a fit state 
to be putin the rick, tian my viear lays his hands upon one 
tenth of it. My cows retarn home: but instead of setting 
the after-grass agalast the spring-pasture, which Lam 
obliged to purelimse elsewhere, according to Mr. Bear- 
block i am oblized to pay my vicar £1. 10s. Od. per 
head for this after-erass. As soon as winter sets in, I be- 
gin to pass the nine tenths of the hay which remam 
through the stomach of my cows! What is the conse- 
quence? Why, as soon as they have converted it into 
milk, the viear comes forward again. and takes a second 
tenth of itaway. Ere long, my cows calve; and forth- 
with my vicar comes, and bears ewav a third tenth of my 
hay and grass, under the modification of calves. And to 
crown the whole, when my sows farrow, after having 
been fed with the self-same hay, under the form of skim- 
milk and whey, he comes and tears away a tenth under 
the form of tithe pig. Now, mark! my meadows, had 
they not been treed up in the spring, would have pro- 
duced no hay. All, therefore, that 1 pay his neighbour for 
tithe of spring feed, is an excess above what my vicar 
ought to consider the product of my ficlds. But 
he will not consider it sueh. Let us see, thea, what be 
actually takes from me. ‘The spring-fee.t of my cows is 
certainly worth as much as the after-grass. This Mr. 
Bearblock values at one pound ten shillings and nine pence 
per head. ‘The spring feed, and the autumn feed taken 
tovether, will therefore amount to three pounds one shbil- 
ling six penee per head. They have then, in tithe of my 
ficids, hay, ove teath ; milk, one tenth: calves, one 
tenth ; pigs, one tenth ; and three pound one shilling and 
six pence per head for the grass of cows. We therefore, do 

Vor. X. No. 17. 
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not assert too much, when we say that tithes engulph 
one half the produce of a dairy! And where is the man 
Who is prepared to say that the siatutes of the land ever 
contemplated oppression like this.” 

One scarcely knows whether to smile at the impudence 
of this reverend enemy of the calves, or to be angry at 
so bare-faced an imposition. Such a tithe could never 
have been imposed by law. It is too monstrous to sup- 
pose that any set of legislators, even the borough ——— 
of England, would pass a bill, enacting that calves should 
fast every tenth day, that the parson might have the 
tenth day’s milk—the more particularly as he had pre- 
viously taken his tithe of the food of the cows, and was 
afterwards to have his tenth of the calves! ‘Talk of the 
enlightened state of society! Why such an absurdity as 
this never disgraced a horde of savages ; and the people 
that can tamely put up with such robberies, are the worst 
of cowards and the meanest of slaves. It is certainly 
true, that there is more freedom in England than in 
France ; but it is entirely dependent on the good pleasure 
of our lords and masters, the boroughmongers. We hold 
all upon their good liking. If they were to pass a law 
that the people should go without breeches, and wear 
wooden shoes, they would be obeyed, in spite of the 
predeliction of the people for warm cloathing and leather 
shoes. They, poor things, would not think of any other 
than peaceable and constitutional means of resistance, and 
this cant means nothing more nor less than passive obe- 
dienee to whatever their masters chuse to insist upon. 
Finding men so tame, no wonder the borough-mongers 
and their allies impose upon the poor calves! They are 
to be sure virtually represented ; and all the lovers of 
veal, whether at Michael Angelo’s, at Bootle’s, or at 
the Speaker’s table, ought to consider themselves as ac- 
tual representatives of the calfish fraternity. But they 
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represent the calves as they represent the people, and 
their individual interest lies in the slaughter of the one, 
and the fleecing of the other ; so they may think to rob 
them of their milk is the readiest way to drive them into 
the market, and thus keep a constant supply of cutlets 
within their reach! The grievances of the calves, there- 
fore, will, in all probability go unredressed, and every 
tenth day will remain a fast for them, to the end of their 
existence. We have so long wondered at the patience 
that induces the people to be as easily led by the nose as 
asses are, that we shall cease to express any surprise at 
any public meanness and servile submission. It is only 
for power to be insolent, and the multitude are obedient. 
Show the public the rod, and, like idle boys, they are 
on their knees to supplicate that it may not fall upon 
them. Your “true -born Englishmen’ are the most 
patient animals in the creation. The ass is not to be com- 
pared with them, for there is a degree of abuse which an 
ass will not take without endeavouring to shew his spirit: 
But why do we talk of spirit? It has so long been an 
article of export from this country, that we have none 
left for home consumption, if there were even any demand 
for it;—but Parsons Hay and Ethelstone have no fear 
that any will ever be needed. ‘John Bull has his head 
safe in the state halter, and Mother Church milks the 
cows without any regard to the bleating calves, no mat- 


ter whether they stand upon four legs or upon two. 
OTL eure 


eee 











IRISH AFFAIRS. 





MR. ENSOR’S OBSERVATIONS ON THE STATE OF IRE- 
LAND, PARTICULARLY IN RESPECT TO THE FACTION. 


Some mean creatures are otherwise so learned, in prog- 
Nosticating times and seasons, that they foreshew by their 
Preparation, an approaching change, of which greater 
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eveatures, and of prime intelligence, are ignorant or heed- 
less. Such was the sinister sagacity of the ultra party at 
the King’s coming to Ireland. Amidst the rabid and ge- 
neral jov, they evinced no exultation ; boding the general 
good, they paused or withdrew, or scornfully advanced. 
‘The most prudent of them exhibited a formal and measu- 
red courtesy, while the zealots mocked the King’s wishes, 
rebuked his example by their practices and declamation— 
sinning at once against good manners and humanity— 
wrainst hospitality—their guest, a King—the country, 
freland, bitherto not less celebrated for its reception of 
strangers, than for its green fields, and their unrivalled 
fertility. 

They who could net be restrained by the King’s pre- 
sence, heard his parting admonitions, and marked merely 
to outrage them; for he taught those conciliation, who riot 
in honours and emoluments, in consequence of disorder 
and enmity. Scarcely had the king touched the shore of 
Britain, till the petulant faction ran a muck. They deci- 
ded to try their strength—the convivial insult was repea- 
ted defore the King’s Representative at the city dinner— 
the unmeaning Viceroy drank the toast, for the wine was 
good, and the cup full— 


And as he drain’d his draught of Rhenish down, 
The kettle-drum and trumpet brayed out 
The triumph of his pledge. 

George the Fourth thought 


it was a custom 








More honour’d in the breach than the observance. 


He had refused the toast himself; he had condemned it 
in another ; nor would he allow his Minister to compro- 
mise his sincerity by doing what he denied himself. Lord 
Talbot was recalled. 

This confirmed the misgiving of the exclusive and ex- 
eluding Loyalisis, for it was obvious that the King’s deed 
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did not mar his word—that his language had meaniug, 
and that the Royal admonition was'a command to his Offi- 
cers of State. It was also obvious, that if the Catholics 
—the majority of Irish, were still to be disgraced, as 
no minority of Christian people are disgraced in Christida 
Europe, they should no longer be a mockery 4nd a may- 
game to a contemptible party—that their fallen state 
should no longer be aggravated, by having the anniver- 
sary of their degradation hallowed by processions, parad- 
ing, and an unusual display of barbarous devices; in short, 
the Government, were they ever so disposed, could no 
longer countenance, either by open acts, or by a scanda- 
lous neutrality, that a petty portion of a sect should hold 
publicly that day a festival, which was one of mourning 
to the bulk of the population of Ireland. 

The adorers of the molten image in College green, 
who exceed the infatuated worshippers of the Golden Calf 
in Horeb, made many ineffectual efforts to array their 
idol.— This caused prodigious agitation among them; one 
would imagine that Paganism was revived, and that the 
rags on the Statue were votive offerings hung on a pre- 
siding Deity. What has this man done for Ireland, that 
he should be honoured ?—He broke his faith as a General 
Officer—he destroyed the Woollen Manufacture—but then 
he conquered this country, and he added to the achieve- 
ment by violating the articles of Limerick—and thus he 
excluded the Catholics from the Senate, and from all civil 
and political power. This treachery made the conqueror 
adorable ; yet, were Jreland ruled with justice, were utility 
the leading principle, and, of course, the mighty majority 
of its population the objects of the law, his Equestrian 
Majesty from Holland would be converted into pence or 
Shot, as it is copper or lead, for the statue deserves no 
mercy as a work of art. But perhaps it is sanctified by 
the Protestant Church, as trophies in ancient times were 
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by the Pagan religion. Thus the Rhodians dared not to 
remove a Statue which represented the slavery of their 
City, erected by Artemisia, because it was dedicated ; they, 
however, raised a high building round it to exclude it 
from the public view—( Vitruvius, lb. 2, c. 8.) Yet, 
I do not wisha wall built nor the statue removed; cir- 
cumstanced and situated as it is, the effigies of an alien 
King is a fit accompaniment to an empty Senate-house— 
together they express the complete conquest of Catholics, 
of Protestauts, and of Dissenters, in this ill-fated land. 

While the population of Ireland was grateful to Go- 
vernment for preventing the pitiful and malignant insult, 
the faction was infuriate—the bravos roared—the rufiians 
threatened. ‘They had driven Fitzwilliam from Ireland, 
and they would make Wellesley, at short warning, fol- 
low him. They, much in the language used by a Gallant 
Colonel in the Guild of Merchants to Lord Castlereagh, 
would show him who he had to deal with—who would 
do—what would they not do. 

The Viceroy announced a visit to the theatre. Then was 
planned, in bye streets and lanes at midnight, a brutal out- 
rage. The rich Orangemen made a general contribution 
for necessary purposes—they supplied the treasury—and 
their poorer~ brethren staked their characters on the for- 
tune of the tumult : these were to possess themselves of 
the pit and galleries, and each in his vocation was to as- 
sist inthe deed ofglory. The Viceroy entered—his recep- 
tion was flattering—but there soon arose hooting and his- 
sing, and striking with sticks and bludgeons. Timber and 
glass were also thrown at the Viceroy’s box. This is 
truly a new era, to be sure. George the Third was assai- 
Jed at the theatre by two maniacs ; but on the present oc- 
casion, his Representative was beset by kingsmen by pro- 
fession ; nay, men chosen for their practical virtues out of 
ihe twice-selected friends of loyalty and social order. 
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This was strange indeed ; yet stranger, far, was the 
eloss and commentary by certain journalists, and particu- 
larly by a devine man, the teacher of the peace and truth-- 
he said, there was no outrage, it was a pretence—a Papist 
plot, and that a Papist (-vhy not dub hima Jesuit,) threw 
the bottle from the pit on the stage. Such a party-Pro- 
testant Minster would decide the land was parched during 
the deluge, and call fora brand at the general conflagra- 
tion. ‘Thus the father of wickedness in the course of his 
paternity, becomes the patriarch of lies, and thus the re- 
bellion in 1798, has been repeatedly called a Popish rebel- 
lion, though not one Catholic was associated in the origi- 
nal conspiracy. While part of the faction denied the out- 
rage at the theatre, others, and one high in office, chuck- 
led at the event, saying, ‘* that, all things considered, it 
weit off well enough.” 

The Government determined to prosecute the offenders ; 
bilis of indictment were offered to the Grand Jury, and 
ignored of course ; ex-officio informations foliowed, and 
the parities were acquitted of course. Whatever may be 
thought of the prerogative process, (the petitioners against 
it should remember, that for the same reason that they 
deprecated addresses to the Lord Lieutenant, they should 
be reserved on the present occasion, for the Attorney-Ge- 
heral is now on his trial) a great good has resulted from 
these proceedings ; they show that where the faction pre- 
dominates, justice is a vain name. Jurors so infected would 
exculpate Cain of the death of Abel; for in this case, in 
defiance of a host of peremptory witnesses, and some un- 
exceptionable, in contempt of the charge of the Judges, 
the effort to fix the crime was nugatory. ‘Then what pos- 
sible chance of justice has a Catholic, in questions involv- 
ing Protestant prejudices, when tried by prejudiced Pro- 
testants ‘ In Ulster, the necessary iniquity is even worse 
than in Dublin. Ulster contains twenty thousand yeomen 
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Oraugeniei, pita and arined oh tie Crown: besides, the 
Protestant population, if not Members of Grange Lodges, 
are contaminated to their heart's cove with Orange antipa- 
thies. Tere also Niigistrates lead Orange processions— 
liere Cierg vine preach Orance Serious tothe congrera- 
led Orangemen, and here Sherifs preside among the re- 
presentative assemblies of Oranze Lodges. In such cir- 
cumstances, (atid such is the state of Ulster), trials be- 
tween Protestants und Catholics, by Grand and Petty Ju- 
ries, are cireumlocutory farees—labyrinths of most erre- 
gious trifling : for the Catholic is found guilty, and the 
Protestant is absolved. If there be exceptions, it Is asa 
blind man wasa lecturer on colours, and a deaf mana 
composer ct insic. 

To return---then weut forth the song of triumph---the 
welkin rang with acclamations---Wellesley was prepar- 
ing to depart---every one related an anecdote confirming 
the suspicion, and every day private letters and public do- 
etuments were quoted, purporting the Lord Licutenant’s 
recall: some named his suecessor-—others of ampler in- 
formation, recast the whole Lrish Government. In the 
mean time, the * No Popery ”” bandbills, and the like, 
which were distributed at the theatre, onthe 14th of 
December, were re-published, with verses, and placards, 
and caricatures. Amidst this mighty bustle of a sup- 
posed change of Viecrovs, and the restoration of Pro- 
testant ascendancy, the Beef Steak Club met, and jo- 
cund was the day. ‘Che assembly mustered 100 strong ; 
the speech of the Chancellor of Ireland made a great 
sensation—he said, that at last he had disposed of the 
arrear of business in his Court, and he was most happy 
to become now—oh, lucky chance! a member of a So- 
ciety “composed, as it was, of persons of such high 
rank, and from which all party feelings were excluded.” 
“ Hear it ve winds, and bear iton your rosy wings to hea- 
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ven.” Thus the sovereign Judge of Equity decrees that 
the Beef Steak Club is composed of neutrals in party 
politics; yet in malignity to this profound decision 
every toast was framed to fell, and to every tell-tale 
toast, the company responded. “ Party feelings exclud- 
ed!’? Why the choristers had their song chosen for its 
cuc, and the glee was selected for its Jibe— 

“ Witha jolly full bottle let each man be armed,” &c. 
ununimously encored, adds the reporter. The Gambling 
Club supported the Eating Club, and to assist the valour 
of both, the redoubtable faction boasted, that Wellesley’s 
conduct had increased the Orangemen in one month by 
40,000 members. ‘Thus the vain overweening fools pro- 
ceeded, positive of victory, while they assured their own 
defeat. They acted as the pig in the satire,--- 


He (the Devil) saw a pig right rapidly 
Adown the river ftoat, 
The pig swam well, but every stroke 


Was cutting his own throat. 


Silly creatures! They could not perceive that their con- 
duct foreed Government to repel their aggressions, for as 
the Viceroy’s acts were in strict conformity to the King’s 
admonition, should they succeed, the King must be dis- 
graced, and his Ministers must abandon their station, 
Thus they proceeded triumphing: a Member for Cavan 
resigned his Office in the Treasury---this still further in- 
creased their hopes---and a Member for Armagh super- 
added to their prospects, by presenting two petitions from 
two Townlands against the Jesuits, who had, according 
to the petitioners, since their establishment in Ireland, 
encreased the iguorance and intolerance of the people. As 
the petitioners are working weavers and are either without 
leases or votes, they have especially a right to petition ; 
but it was unfortunate that they who complained of igno-~ 
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rance, should prove, while they petitioned, their own 
egregious deficiency ; and miserable were they in othet 
respects---reviled by one party, laughed at by the other; 
even Mr. Brownlow, to whom they confided their lucu- 
brations to Parliament, “‘ deplored such petitions, but he 
considered it is duty to present them.’’ When these pe- 
titions talked of Jesuits in Ireland, we are reminded of 
Tilburina in the Critic, who, by the figure of vision, 
saw ships where no ships were. Jesuits in Ireland! Oh! 
for the farce of Patrick in Prussia. 

How far the Orangemen considered these petitions ser- 
viceable 1 don’t know; but at the beginning of March, 
Mr. Abercromby brought forward his motion respecting 
Orange Lodges. Then, indeed, the dawn appeared ; 
they opened their eyes, and the fifth of March was to 
them as the ninth to the kitten kind; Members of Par- 
liament of all parties, without exception, renounced 
them; their patrons fled, or swelled the ranks of their 
opponents; Sir G. Hill declared ‘on the honour of a 
Gentleman, there was not a sworn Orangeman in the 
circle of his acquaintance.”’---( Times, March 11.) Mr. 
Dawson objected to the oaths of Orangemen, saying 
“they were a violation, not only of the spirit, but the 
letter of the law.”---( Times, March 6.) Mr. Peel ob- 
jected to all party associations, and he condemned toasts, 
processions, aud manifestations of such opinion. Colonel 
Trench considered Orange Lodges prejndicial and de- 
structive to the peace of Ireland.---( Times, March 25.) 
Colonel Barry wished that there were neither Orangemen 
nor United Irishmen.---(March 25.) Mr. Goulburn de- 
clared, that exclusive institutions were liable to great and 
serious objections.---(Times, March 6.) And to show 
the feeling of the Ministry in both countries, Mr. Goul- 
burn (Mr. Canning having previously declared that the 
Government of Eugland was most decided in their appro- 
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bation of the conduct pursuing by the Irish Govern- 
ment,) gave notice of a Bill he should propose after the 
recess. Which will award judgment and execution against 
the whole Association. 

Then came—in aid of the Petition from the Guild of 
Merchants, where the immaculate stationer, after his 
aberration, had re-assumed his orbit---petitions, resoluti- 
ons, and declarations ; but the most extraordinary of these 
compositions emanated from Armagh, and probably from 
the same sages who devised the petitions against the Jesuits. 
It appeared in the Armagh Vulunteer, March 14, 1823--- 
it begins, * Ata Meeting of the Grand Lodge of the 
County of Armagh (the Grand Master, the District Mas- 
ters, and the Representatives of 340 Lodges of the Loyal 
Orange Association, being present.) assembled at Armagh 
ou the llth of March, 1823,” &c. Now this Representa- 
tive Assemblage, according to their own setting forth, was 
illegal, and clearly offended against the Convention Act. 
In their long declaration---and 340 representatives of loyal 
men, may be expected to be wordy in their own praise-- 
they ask, “ where in this land have the laws been so well 
enforced andso cheerfully obeyed, as in those districts 
where the Orange Associations had most power and influ- 
ence ?”’ Such questions stagger apprehension, memory, 
and consciousness. It is true, some wholesome plants 
grow in a noxious atmosphere, and filth, that no sense 
can endure, prepares odorous flowers and delicious food ; 
but, in the moral world, contraries are not consequences, 
good comes not of evil, nor does justice spring from rob- 
bery and outrage. Now the first Orange Lodges were in- 
stituted in 1795 ; yet, at the close of this year, on the 28th 
of December, 1795, Lord Gosford, Governor of the County, 
convened the Magistrates of Armagh. In his address he 
Said, “ It is no secret, that a persecution, accompanied with 
all the circumstances of ferocious cruelty, which have in 
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all ages distinguished that dreadful calamity, is now rag- 
ing in this county ; neither age nor acknowledged igno- 
rance as to the late disturbances, is sufficient to excite 
mercy, much less afford protection ; the only crime which 
the wretched objects of this merciless persecution are 
charged with, is a crime of easy proof---it is simply a pro- 
fession of the Roman Catholic Faith. A lawless bandittj 
have constituted themselves judges of this species of de- 
linquency, and the sentence they pronounce is equally con- 
cise and terrible---it is nothing less than a confiscation of 
all property, and immediate banishment. It would be ex- 
tremely painful, and surely unnecessary, to detail the hor- 
rors thatattended the execution of so wide and tremendous 
a proscription, that certainly exceeds in the comparative 
numbers of those it consigns to ruin and misery, every 
example that Ancient or Modern History can afford,” &c, 
Resolutions were adopted conformable to this statement, 
twenty-four Magistrates subscribed their thanks to Lord 
Gosford for his communication. But be it remembered, 
though Lord Gosford’s statement was unquestioned and 
unquestionable---though the persecution continued, not 
one of the subscribing Magistrates, nor any other person, 
did bring one of the multitude of offenders to justice.--- 
Yet at this same time, under these auspices, and from these 
materials, the Orange Associations were composed. Could 
such men, by being banded into Lodges and companies, 
change their character? ‘* Who can bring a clean thing 
out of an unclean? Not one.’ Yet, according to the 
after commentary, it is implied, that the infractors of all 
law are the purest administrators of justice. Suppose 
so, suppose that the Protestants, on being made Orange- 
men, became to Catholics like the royal pair, 
So soft and amorously billing 


Like Philip and Mary, on a shilling, 


How does the declaration already quoted, of the repre- 
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sentatives of 340 Orange Lodges—that in. no place are 
the laws of the land so well enforced, and so cheerfully 
obeyed, as tn those districts where the Orange Associa- 
tions had most power an? influence, agree with facts, and 
with judgments beyond all appeal, lately pronounced. 
Last Summer Assizes Judge Jebb, in his charge to the 
Grand Jury, rebuked the Magistrates residing in the vicin- 
age where a foul murder was committed, for letting the 
perpetrator escape, without any exertion to apprehend 
him. A few minutes after the charge I observed to one 
of the Magistrates, ‘““ the Judge handled you and your 
brother Magistrates rather roughly,’’ to which the Magis- 
trate replied, “‘ and we deserved it, but I tell you a thou- 
sand men would not have taken him (the murderer).” 
Again, at the late Assizes, Judge Moore lamented, and 
with intelligible mystery expressed his surprise, that in 
this county, opulent and enterprizing, so many homicides 
appeared in the calendar; and I aver, that affrays, bat- 
teries, and homicides are not multiplied solely in conse- 
quence of the reserve of the Catholic people, for the pro- 
vocations to riot are incessant. | have seen myself, within 
these few months, processions, with drums and fifes, pro- 
secuted weekly, beginning with the close of day, and 
continuing till midnight; and so insolent and daring are 
t'ese men that they have drummed up to a military station 
in the county of Armagh, much to the annoyance of the 
King’s officer, but with great satisfaction to the magis- 
trate in the town. 

This declaration of the 340 representatives was passed 
in the Sessions-House, and three days afterwards all the 
Grand Jurors of Armagh, save one, in the same Sessions- 
House, resolved, that they were alarmed at the ex-offieto 
informations lately filed by the Attorney-General. Thus 
we have either end of the hyper-loyalists of the county of 
Armagh bending in opposite directions to the same point, 
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as | have seen a snake, in racking agony when stricken, 
approach its head to its tail. 

This some may lament, but to me, a Reformer, it jis 
cause of great gratulation. Indeed it must gratify all the 
friends of Reform to witness the excellent spirit that be- 
gins to pervade the county of Armagh—first, we have an 
Ultra Radical Petition in style and subscription against 
Jesuits in apparition; then we have “ the prime of order 
and of might,’’ so very sensitive for freedom, that they 
petition Parliament for the liberty of the subject! Besides 
this questioning by the Grand Jury of Armagh, the Wick- 
low Grand Jury also resolved to be alarmed; yet the 
Marquis Wellesley lives among them, and is not alarmed; 
and still more grateful is the resolution of the Grand 
Jury of Fermanagh; for while at Sligo, fourteen Grand 
Jurors only expressed their apprehension and concern, 
the Enniskilleners unanimously declare their alarms and 
indignation. This, to use a fashionable phrase, is a cheer- 
ing indication of public spirit, not revived but created, 
and that not by a slow process, but heroically and by 
transport; for when another Attorney-General, in his 
letter to dear Lord Norbury, recommended a Chief Jus- 
tice to talk over their brother Grand Jurors in his cham- 
ber, on the impropriety of Catholic Emancipation, they 
expressed no dissatisfaction, though certainly this advised 
tampering touched them directly as Grand Jurors. Yet 
this transgression against their order passed unheeded, 
while the ex-officio informations excite their concern, 
alarm, and indignation. Indeed, it is said, that beside the 
Protestant cause in which they exist, some of the clients 
of these Grand Jurors, who were Magistrates, had lately 
been dismissed from office; nay, that some of these very 
Grand Jurors, so sentimental and patriotic, were among 
the superseded. 


Thus the loyal Orangemen proceeded, shewing their 
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strength and exposing their temper, proving themselv e 
bad masters and worse subjects ; intolerant and intolera- 
ble. Happily the most vicious and tyrannical are at once 
absurd and self destructive ; such are the Ultra-Royalists 
in France ; such the army of the Faith in Spain, who, 
with the Crangemen in Ireland, approach their doom, 
which, with signal retribution, has been prepared by 
themselves, to vindicate the justice of God, and avenge a 
long suffering world. 
Ardress, April 2, 1823. | GEORGE ENSOR. 
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THE REVEREND SIR HARCOURT LEES; AND 
CATHOLIC EMANCIPATION. 

















On Thursday evening, while we were in the lobby 
of the House of Commons, witnessing the anxiety that 
seemed to pervade all ranks from the peer to the peasant, 
on the question of Catholic Emancipation, we were not 
only surprised, but even disgusted to observe this pre- 
tended tollower of Christ—this preacher of the ‘Gospel— 
this Shepherd of the Flock—this accused and acknow- 
ledged half-maniac—this Irish ‘ Trappist,’—strutting 
about with an Orange Ribbon on his neck, and so placed 
under his cravat, as if he wished to become a martyr to 
its suspension. He appeared to be uncommonly assidu- 
ous in his attention upon the members (particularly the 
lrish) as they passed. We were credibly informed, that 
he sent in a request to the Speaker to be heard at the bar 
against the measure; and that the Speaker’s reply was 
that “ He must dispense with such an entertainment ai 
present, but would be glad io hear him on any other occa- 
ston.” Now, though this report was prevalent in the lobby, 
we do not believe the Speaker capable of returning such 
an answer to such an application ;—but we do believe 
from what we know of the Speaker, had such an appli- 
cation been made to him, he would have instantly ordered 
the Rev. Sir Harcourt Lees, into the custody of some 
governor of an hospital: where his family, had they any 
knowledge of the respect due to civilized society, or feel- 
ing for family afflictions, would have long since con- 
signed him. But, on referring to the pension list, we find 
an ample family apology for letting Sir Harcourt roam 
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about. We find him holding a sinecure situation in Cork, 
since his childhood; another in the Custom Honse, of 
Dublin; and another in the Post Ciice; and, will you 
believe it, reader, that he, too, has the cure of souls come 
mitted to his care? Yes, he has; and in the Diocese of 
Clogher; and is one of the incumbents who was under 
the late notorious and infamous Percy Jocelyn, the late 
bishop of that place, situated in the County of Mona- 
ghan,---at the last assizes of which, Baron M‘Cleiand 
declared from the bench, with all the gravity of the 
Judge, and the solemnity of the ermine, “ that the people 
were moving with rapid strides, back to a state of savage 
barbarity.’”’---Although we by no means agree with the 
learned Judge, in his gratuitous opinion, (which we may 
have occasion very shortly to refer to, as well as some 
other of his opinions) yet we do affirm that if a pallia- 
tion could be offered for crime, on the part of the people, 
it would be found in the political acts of their trebiy pen- 
sioned pastor; who, in place of following the paths of 
his Divine master by attending his flock, is found desert- 
ing them; and like asecond Trappist is skulking to ano- 
ther country to rake up the embers of dying (and thanks 
be to God, almost dead) religious bigotry, in order 
to return like an incendiary, armed with a flaming pen, 
and besmeared with the vitals of that country upon whose 
ruin he has fattened, upon whose poverty he exists, and upon 
whose anarchy he depends for pre‘erment and fortune. 
It is lamentable that such a person should be fur- 
nished with the means for committing such mischief ; 
and if the Government were only sincere, by removing the 
one, the other would follow as amatter of course. Be- 
sides, Sir Harcourt’s family love of piace (for it is an asser- 
tion, which we believe, that his father grew grey from the 
effects of one night’s suspension under the present Earl 
Fitzwilliam) and to prove his anathemas against Popery 
conveyed on three yards of parchment, nothing but cant- 
ing hypocrisy, his domestics are or were Catholics, nay 
even th. nurse who suckled his child was and is a catho- 
he. But Sir Harcourt would bea harmless citizen in Ame- 
rica, he could do mischief no where but in Ireland, no 
people upon the face of the earth would mind his raving's 
butan Jrish Orange Man; and to endeavour to bring them, 
to asense of their duty to either God or their country, 
would be a more difficult task than to civilise and tame 


a tiger. 
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To the Editor of the Black Dwarf. 


LETTER I. 


“© The nations have failen, but thou stil art young ; 
Thy star 1s but rising, while thers have set: 

And though siavery’s gloom round thy morning hath hung, 

The full noon oF freedom shall beam round thee yet. 

Erin! oh! Erin! tho’ jong in the shade, 

Thy light shali shine forth when the brightest shall fade.’ Moors. 


Simr,—As you have so kindly promised me an occasional 
corner in your Independent journal, if not for the purpose 
of asserting Ireiand’s rights, at least for the registering 
of Ireland’s wrongs ; permit me, in the first place, to call 
the attention of your rcaders to a recent debate in the 
House of Commons, upon a vote of a sum of money, to 
be paid out of the funds of an over-iaxed nation, for the 
further continuance of an armed yeomaury in Ireland.— 
Mr. Hume, the indefatigabie and honest member for Aber- 
deen, resisted tiie vote on three grounds :—lIst. Whe ineffi- 
clency of such a corps. 2d. If such a corps were neces- 
sary, if Was improperly constituted. And, 3d. That the 
yeomanry in Ireland, particuiariy in Uister, were Orange- 
men.—This drew forth a warm debate, in which several’ 
members took a part: particularly Sir Geo. Hill, Mr, 
Peel, Secretary of State: Mr. Dawson, Under Secretary ;. 
Mr. Spring Rice, Mr. Plunkett, Irish Attorney-General ; 
and Sir John Newport.—Now, reader, mark the opinions | 
of those grave senators—the opinions of those who, on 
their oaths, are bound to legislate for a nation’s benefit,, 
and then ask yourselves, have you studied the science of 
chemistry, or are you capable of blending incompati-_ 
bilities together. | 

Sir Geo. Hill gravely placed his hand on his breast, and 
solemnly asserted that he was no Orangeman, though he 
professed orange principles and prided in the enjoyment of 
them—he further said, there were no Orangemen in the 
north of Ireland until the year 1811: and that they were , 
the effects of a faction of Ribbonism : he also bore testi- 
mony to the efficiency and gallant conduct of his corps, 
upon the occasion of his Majesty’s visit to that country. 
Mr. Peel bore testimony to the loyalty and good conduct 
of the Irish Yeomanry, yet admitted while he was Secre-, 
tary, he felt it necessary to issue orders preventing them, 
displaying party colours, and playing party tunes. Mr. 
Spring Rice said that the revolution of 1690 cost Ireland 
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4,000 forfeitures and one million of acres of ground, and 
that Munster, particularly Limerick, was free from the 
contagion of Orangism, until it got infected through the 
instrumentality of the Potice. Mr. Dawson said that 
Orangism was known in Ireland, since the day that the 


gates of Bandon had inscribed on them— 
| ‘Turk, Jew, or Atheist 
Are all welcome, but a Papist.”’ 


And that the people of Leinster, of Munster, and of 
Connaught, (comprising a population of upwards of six 
millions) were so insensible to acts of kindness, and lost 
to feelings of gratitude, having neither the fear of God 
nor man “before them, that they « could not be bound by any 
law, either moral, human, or divine. Mr. Plunkett, the 
frish Attorney General, said the first introduction of 
Orangism into Dublin took place in the year 1796, and 
that in that year when the French fleet lay in Bantry Bay, 
from the city of Dublin to where they lay, (a distance of 
T40 Irish miles across a populous Catholic country,) not 

a single united Irishman professing the Catholic religion 
could be found ; and that the subsequent Rebellion of 1798 
was matured, hatched, reared up, and brought into action, 
by the PRoTEsTANT TRAITORS of the north of Ireland. 

Now, Mr. Editor, I entreat your attention, and I im- 
. plore your readers to bear in their recollection the diffe- 
rent opinions of those wise and grave senators. I owe 
my existence to the north of Ireland, and I think I know 
a ‘little of its history for the last thirty vears, and as [ in- 
tend, in a succession of letters, to take each member i in 
detail, I will first proceed with Sir Geo. Hill. 

In doing so I must not forget the Attorney General and 
the law of libel ; for 1 know nothing so ridiculously ab- 
siitd; or monstrously audacious, as fora man, aye, and an 
old one too, to gravely stand up ina senate house and de- 
cJare in the face of the country, that Orangism sprung 
up in the North of Ireland in the year 1811, as the effects 
of the reaction of Ribbonism ; when every man who hasany 
recollection of the last thirty years knows the reverse.— 
Sir George boasted of the conduct of his yeomanry ¢o rps 
during the King’s visit to Ireland, Hut” he forgot t 
history of his butchered RAM on that occasion. The 
corps was called into service, and in order to keep them- 
selves i in spirits on one night they slaughtered Sir G. Hill’s 
poor Ram and hung the entrails to his door with a label, 
that they would treat himself in the same way.—This was 
another attempt at a Titus Oats, a second Cato Street, 
to shew that the Papists of Derry wished to kill George 
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the Fourth in Dablin. ‘The thing was so bungled, and so 
clumsily got up, that Sir George. tor the first time, shewed 
alittle prudence by quashing it. But then when he as- 
serts that Orangism first appeared in the North of Ire- 
land in the vear IS11, permit me to call the atiention of 
our readers to a Meeting of Magistrates of the County of 
Armagh, in the North of Ireland , in- the month of De- 
coudet r, 1795, convened by Lord Gosford, Governor of 
that County, who thas addressed them :— 

“It is no secret that a persecution accompanied with 
all the circumstances of ferocious cruelty, which have in all 
ages distinguished that dveadful calamity, is now raging 
in this county. Neither age nor acknowledged ignorance 
as to the late disturbances, is suflicient to excite merey, 
much less afford protection; the only crime which the 
wretched objects of this merciless persecution are charged 
with, isa crime of easy proof; it is simply a profession 
of the Roman Catholic Faith—a lawless banditti have 
constituted themselves Judges of this species of delin- 
quency, and the sentence they y pronounce is equally con- 
cise and terrible :---it is nothing less than a confiscation 
ofall property, and immediate banishment. It would be 
extremely painful, and surely unnecessary, to detail the 
horrors that attended the execution of so wide and tfe- 
mendous a proscription, that certainly exceeds in the com- 
parative number of those it consigns to ruin and misery 
every example that ancient and modern history can af- 
ford.’’---Here is the authority of a nobleman, resident on 
the spot, and the governor of the county, backed by the 
authority of Mr. Plunkett, the Irish Attorney General, 
against the assertion of Sir George Hill. 

But as 1 intend to return to this subject, 1 wiil close the 
present letter with quoting the corresponding opinion of 
that honest Irish Protestant, Geo. Ensor, Esq. of the 
‘Orangemen of lreland.—‘ ‘thus the loyal .Orangemen 
proceeded, showing their strength ard exposing” their 
temper, proving themselves bad masters and worse subjects, 
intolerant and intolerable. Happily the most vicions and 
tyrannical are at once absurd and sclf destructive,,sach are 
the Ultra Royalists in France; such is the army of the 
Faith in Spain, who, with the Orangemen of Ireland, 
approach theirdoom, which, with sional retribution, has 
been prepared by themselves to vindicate the justice of 
God, and avenge a long sufferiug world.” 

lam, Sir, vonr’s, &e. 


19th April, 1823. SARSFIELD. 
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